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which served its purpose rather well in the days before it was possible for researchers to perform literature searches on the Internet. The initiative was instigated by Fund for the Replacement of Animals in Medical Experiments (FRAME), a charity that was founded in 1969 in London, UK. It is now based in Nottingham, UK, as a result of its long-standing association with the University of Nottingham. The journal has evolved over the years into its current form via a number of stages, including its renaming in 1980 to become ATLA and the appointment of an international Editorial Board in 1982, with the aim of publishing highquality peer-reviewed articles coming under the umbrella of animal alternatives and the Three Rs (replacement, reduction, refinement).
To take ATLA forward in the global technological age, FRAME is now partnering with SAGE Publishing, and we are currently in the process of transition. We hope that the journal will benefit from this partnership in a number of ways, such as optimising online global visibility on its new SAGE webpage, providing a more efficient author service and a new peer review submission system and, of course, maintaining excellent production quality matching our current high standards. On this front, we would like to mention the outstanding work of our typesetter, Tony Marson, and his sterling efforts over the last 36 years in setting the standard so high. The ATLA Editorial Office will still be based in Nottingham, staffed by Dr Rita Seabra and myself, with Prof. Horst Spielmann in Berlin continuing to provide support as Associate Editor for European submissions. One other major change in the ATLA Editorial Office is that our Editor-in-Chief, Professor Michael Balls, who has of course admirably served both FRAME and ATLA for many years, has recently stepped down from this position. The FRAME Trustees will shortly be considering the appointment of a new Editor-in-Chief to take up the vacated position.
SAGE Publishing (www.sagepublishing.com) was founded by Sara Miller McCune in 1965 to support the dissemination of usable knowledge and educate a global community. This ethos fits well with that of FRAME, in aiming to disseminate information on the Three Rs and alternatives to experimental animal use as widely as possible. SAGE is the largest independent academic publisher whose publications span a wide range of subject areas, including medicine, life sciences, engineering and the physical sciences. Again, this diversity aligns well with the type of diverse content that we are used to publishing in ATLA, as alternative methods can, and do, emerge from a range of scientific disciplines. SAGE's principal offices are located in Los Angeles, London, New Delhi, Singapore, Washington DC and Melbourne, giving a truly global reach. This is the first ATLA issue that we have worked on with SAGE, and as you can see, we are firmly upholding our focus on alternatives and the Three Rs in the remarkably diverse content. The first of the articles covers the various ex vivo retinal organ culture systems available for use in ophthalmology research and compares them to commonly used animal models. 2 This highlights the fact that commonly discarded waste material from food production can, when properly managed, be a useful resource to avoid animals being killed solely for research purposes. The second paper moves on to look at the application of one particular 3-D tissue model in the testing of inhalation toxicity, and discussing the results obtained with those obtained with standard 2-D cell monocultures. 3 Finally, we move into the area of education, with a survey of Italian medical and veterinary students on their knowledge and views on conscientious objection to the use of animals in their training. The differences between the two types of student are highlighted and discussed, making interesting reading indeed. 4 As we move forward, we welcome submissions to ATLA from researchers who are developing alternative methods, even incidentally as part of their other research projects. We are also keen to learn about new applications of the existing methods as well as the results of studies furthering their progress towards validation and acceptance. Comments on the various aspects of animal use in research and education, such as ethical considerations and people's views and attitudes, are also welcome. We will very soon be live on the SAGE website to facilitate the submission process, but during this transition period, please do continue to send potential articles directly to me, here at the ATLA Editorial Office.
